Bristol and Clifton Dickens Society
Founded in 1902 www.dickens-society.org.uk (Af liated to The Dickens Fellowship: www.dickensfellowship.org)

NEWSLETTER
Summer 2022

Life After Lockdown
In April, Members’ Pot Pourri Contained:-

In March
Peter told us about Bristol
Reformers, including Mary
Carpenter

Pat on 2 Doctors

Sally with extracts from David Copperfield

Did You Know?
Words invented by Dickens
Throughout his novels Dickens wrote
over 4.6 million words and invented
hundreds of words and phrases that
have passed into everyday usage –
butter ngers, slowcoach, devil-maycare, sassigassity (really? everyday? I
don’t think so…), trumpery etc.

Rachel on Victorian horror food

Lorna on Barnaby and Sloppy

Dates For Your Diary
BCDS Meetings
all at 7pm in Leonard Hall

Dickens Fellowship Events - via Zoom
July 15th AGM (Members only)

2021 - 2022 Season

6pm to 7.30pm. Register on DF website.

June 13th
AGM, followed by a Quiz from Frankie

July 16th Annual Conference
The theme is ‘Dickens and the Sea’. Details on the
Dickens Fellowship website. It’s free and nonmembers are welcome.

2022 - 2023 Season

Roma attended last year and enjoyed it. You can dip in and out
rather than watch the whole event.

September 12th
October 10th

Other Events

November 14th

October 8th. Dickens Day
Senate House, University of London.

December 12th
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Our Book of the Year 21/22 Our Mutual Friend
After not meeting face to face for over a year, the BCDS
book group gratefully accepted Pat Cemlyn-Jones offer
of her house as a venue for meetings this season. Our
set book was “Our Mutual Friend”, which we had
studied some sixteen years previously, but was new to
some of our members. It is a long book with quite dense
prose in some places, but well worth the effort to read it.
The group meets fortnightly in the afternoon. Each
meeting is led by one person, who prepares a certain
number of chapters beforehand, usually between seven
or eight-- this depends how many people we have to lead. Frankie Sahni does a splendid job
dividing the books up into manageable sections and then allocates to willing participants ( some
of us sometimes lead two sessions.)
The practice of sending notes to everyone beforehand has been adopted since conducting the
book group on-line during lockdown. It gives everyone a chance to prepare a bit ahead, and is
useful for those who can’t attend in person.
All the leaders presented very interesting and thoughtful comments on their own chapters,
stimulating lively and informative discussions. The sessions were well attended and enjoyed by us
all.
I am constantly amazed at how many new and different aspects of the books we study come to
light, despite having read them more than once. Everybody has a different view of the literature,
and this keeps the writing fresh. We are all grateful to Pat for her hospitality and Frankie for
organising the chapters. It was lovely to get back together again for lively discussions and
discourse. Next year’s book is “Bleak House”, preceded by a talk by Tony Williams as an
introduction in September, to which, I am sure, we are all looking forward.
Eve Fitt

Book of the year 2022/23 will be Bleak House
Jarndyce and Jarndyce, Inspector Bucket, female narrator, spontaneous
combus on… What a treat!
The informa on here came from:
h ps://www.charlesdickenspage.com/index.html

Charles Dickens modelled Mr Tulkinghorn's house on the house of his
friend, and future biographer, John Forster. It is located at 58 Lincoln's
Inn Fields (See number 7 on map below).

1. Lincolns Inn: Kenge and Carboys of ces, Jarndyce and
Jarndyce heard at Lincoln's Inn Hall and Westminster Hall
2. Cursitor Street: Sol's Arms Tavern
3. Cursitor Street: Krook's Rag and Bottle Shop - Miss Flite,
Gridley, Nemo (Capt. Hawdon), and Tony Jobling
(Weevle) residence
4. Cooks Court: Snagsby's Law Stationer Shop
5. Thavie's Inn: Jellyby's home
6. Hatton Garden: Jellyby's home after bankruptcy
7. Lincoln's Inn Fields: Tulkinghorn's residence
8. Symond's Inn: Vholes' of ce, Richard and Ada's
residence after marriage
9. Bell Yard: Neckett's
10. Cursitor Street: Coavinses Sponging House
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‘A Bicycle Ride with Charles Dickens’
Our thanks to Joe Patton in Harlech for bringing our attention to his epic ride
Visit www.harlechjoe.wordpress.com for the full story - especially August 2020 and June 2021.

As a teenager cycling was the only means of personal
transport until the age of obtaining a licence to drive. In my
case pedal power was for over 30 years replaced by engine
power. Some 20 years ago I moved to Harlech in North
Wales. To explore southern Snowdonia at a speed greater
than walking pace I brought a bicycle and have since used it
to cycle the length and breadth of Britain and large areas of
Europe.
The joy of touring by bicycle is threefold; rstly the planning
stage then cycling itself and nally
by giving pleasure to
others by sharing the story.
I do most of my planning during the winter months. Reading
helps me to decide where to go, what to see, where to stay
Joe’s bike outside CDM at the start of the trip.
and how much it will all cost. Inspired by books that
Photo by Joe Patton
included 'On the Trail of Welsh Drovers' (2018) by Twm
Elias, 'Welsh Cattle Drovers' (1976) by Richard Colyer, 'Four Centuries at the Lion Hotel
Shrewsbury' (2011) by John Butterworth and 'Man of Iron Thomas Telford' (2017) by John Glover
I decided to the follow drovers trails from Harlech to London that evolved into stagecoach routes
that were improved by Thomas Telford. His road from London to Holyhead was used by 19th
century stage and mail coaches.
An early user of the Holyhead Road was Charles
Dickens whose work as a journalist, parliamentary
reporter and author made him a regular traveller. Those
coach journeys and destinations provided inspiration for
many of his writings
in which the atmosphere of
coaching inns and the experience of coach travel help
paint a picture of coaching life.
My bicycle ride began in August 2020
along the
coaching route once used by Charles Darwin to reach
Shrewsbury. He then boarded a coach used by Charles
Dickens. Although I wanted to end my cycling journey in
London a second lockdown prevented this..

‘The Wonder’ Stagecoach

Nine months later circumstances made it safer to resume cycling. I journeyed by train to London
and retraced the coaching route from London to Holyhead used by Charles Dickens whose
writings and presence is referenced at several places: Nicholas Nickleby at the Peacock in
Islington, Alfred Jingle at The White Heart in St Albans, a wall plaque commemorating his stay at
the Cock Hotel in Stoney Stratford, his rst public reading of 'A Christmas Carol' at Birmingham
Town Hall, Little Nells resting place in Tong, a wall plaque commemorating Charles staying at
The Lion Hotel,Shrewsbury and nally the observations of Martin Chuzzlewit waiting for the
packet boat at the Port of Holyhead.
It now gives me great pleasure to gift these stories of Cycling the Coaching Route to Holyhead
and Cycling along the Harlech Coaching Route to you.
“Happiness is a gift, the trick is not to expect it but to delight when it comes”
Douglas McGrath director of the 2002 lm of Nicholas Nickleby

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

3 of 6

Obituaries
These were also sent for publication in The Dickensian

Mrs Liz Croucher
Died 27th September 2021

We were sorry to hear that Liz had died. She had
been a member of the Bristol & Clifton Dickens
Society for many years during which she served
as Committee member, Treasurer and Secretary.
She enjoyed reading Dickens and took great
pleasure in acting in scenes from the books –
especially the Quilp’s tea party. We had many an
evening when she organised Dickens quizzes,
and we shall never forget the lovely garden
parties at her home, when she baked all the
delicious cakes. She made cakes for afternoon
tea at the Cathedral during our 2015 Conference;
one for each of Dickens’s novels. That really was
a feat!
Photo by Peter Michael

She was full of fun and always showed
consideration and kindness to everyone.
Sally Draper Fry
President, Bristol & Clifton Dickens Society

Dr Martin Crossley Evans M.B.E.
8th August 1957 - 18th October 2021

It is with regret and sadness that we learned that
Martin had died.
He was a distinguished
member of the Bristol and Clifton Dickens
Society and was a great friend to all who knew
him. He had been a member of the Society for
many years and was a committee member who
always contributed well to all our meetings and
in particular was able to liaise with the University
at our three conferences; at Clifton Hill House,
Manor Hall and Wills Hall, as he was Head
Warden.
He gave lectures, acted and presented wonderful
speeches at our dinners, but above all I think we
will remember him for his kindness and his sense
of humour.
He was a great lover of Dickens and was a true
friend to our members.
Sally Draper Fry
President of Bristol & Clifton Dickens Society

Reproduced by permission of the artist, Laurence Kell.
www.laurencekell.co.uk
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Memorial Service for Martin Crossley Evans
23rd April 2022

On a bright April afternoon, the life of our friend Martin Crossley Evans, who died in October
last year, was celebrated in the Great Hall of the University Wills Building. It was a highly
appropriate setting for the occasion, as Martin had been associated with the University for most
of his adult life. We heard that he was appointed Warden of Manor Hall at the age of twentyseven, remaining in that post until poor health forced him a little prematurely into retirement.
It was indeed an impressive occasion, formal and academic, though at the same time very
personal, due to the warm tributes paid to Martin. For him, friendship was one of the most
important aspects of life and this came through in the Eulogies - four in all. An outstanding
example was his befriending and caring for the welfare of so many Chinese and other foreign
students, over many years. With families so far away, they could not go home for Christmas and
Martin took great pleasure in cooking Christmas dinner for them and welcoming them as
honoured guests.
The service commenced with a long procession, representing Martin’s wide-ranging interests and
the many groups with which he was associated. Entering the Great Hall, the procession made its
stately way up the steps of the high dais, ling into the rows of seats. The great silver University
Mace and the Convocation Mace were carried in. The Bristol and Clifton Dickens Society was
represented by Roma Hussey and Peter Michael.
Organ music and choral singing added their solemn beauty to the occasion and the Eulogies
were presented within the setting of the traditional Anglican service of Evening Prayer. Martin
had a great love of the King James Bible and the 1662 Prayer Book, these being central to the
worship at his beloved Christ Church with St Ewen in the city. The University Choir was in recess
at the date of the service, but its Director Isaac Powell and some of its members were present,
supplemented by other singers who had volunteered to take part. One of these was our Dickens
Society friend, Julie Weaver.
It had been important to me personally to be present at this service, as Martin was an esteemed
friend, and one who gave me much encouragement: as Editor of a collection of essays published
in the book A Grand City: Bristol in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, he invited me to
write one of the chapters. Being present at the service, I was convinced that this august, yet
friendly gathering would have been greatly to the taste of our good friend Martin.
Lorna Hughes

Dickens Productions to Watch Out For
On Film
‘Spirited’ A musical lm version of ‘A Christmas Carol’ starring Will Ferrell, in cinemas later this year.
On Stage
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School perform ‘Great Expectations’ at Backwell Playhouse 2-4th June, 7.30.
https://www.backwellplayhouse.co.uk/
Wardrobe Theatre, Old Market. ‘No Expectations: The Unscripted Dickens’
https://thewardrobetheatre.com/livetheatre/no-expectations 17th May - 2nd Jun 2022 7.30pm | £10
On TV
Olivia Colman plays Miss Havisham in a 6-part TV production of ‘Great Expectations’ this year. Same
team as the reviled (by us!) ‘A Christmas Carol’ on tv not long ago. See Eve’s review in the last newsletter.
In Print
Dickens and Staplehurst: A Biography of a Rail Crash, by Gerald Dickens. Paperback, published 2021.
ISBN 978-1788308519
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Zoom Talks Report
Did any of you attend any DF Zoom talks?
Roma saw Prof. Malcolm Andrews on ‘David
Copper eld and Love’ and Dr. Christine Corton on ‘Fog
Everywhere’, organised by Cambridge: Bob Patten on
‘Aspects of Pickwick’ and Michael Steele on ‘Dickens
and Photography’ and Emeritus Prof. Valerie Purton on
‘Dickens and Tennyson’ (Aberdeen): Gerald Dickens on
‘Dickens and Staplehurst’ (Broadstairs): Dr Emily Bell on
Early Dickens Societies (we weren’t even close!)
(Canterbury): a meeting of the Rochester and Chatham
Branch held in the school hall at Gads Hill, with ‘The
Infant Phenomenon’ and Helen Allinson on ‘Crime in
Kent’.
Can you name Roma’s sun owers?
Clue – title of a novel, including a
word for small in stature.

All great entertainment from the comfort of one’s own
home!

Recollections from Alison Smith, a Former Child Member
Roma was thrilled to receive and be able to fulfil an archive query from Alison Smith, a child
member in the late 1960s/early 70s. Alison sent a donation to The Julian Trust as thanks. Here’s a
good story from her re the production of ‘A Christmas Carol’ in December 1969 ‘I remember the main prop for the Cratchit Christmas dinner being a papier mâché model of a
scraggy turkey, which was the "before" version on one side and the carcass picked clean on the
other, so it required deft handling to be brought in and taken out the right ways round. In one
rehearsal, the actress playing Mrs Cratchit brought in an upside-down brown teapot on a platter
to represent the second course, and when she declared "I never hope to see a pudding turn out
better!", I'm sorry to say that we all got the giggles…’
And other reminiscences‘There were several good actors among the members - I particularly remember Vera Buret as Miss
Havisham, and Esme Haines as Mrs Jarley - partly, I think, because I must have been Estella and
Little Nell respectively for those scenes.’
Have you any photographs of that production or from that era generally which I could scan and
send to her? She says she would ‘love to see photographs of the same late 60s/early 70s vintage,
even if none of us (Smith family) is in them.’

The Next Issue
Information, photos and articles (of around two to three hundred words) for the next newsletter should be
given to Roma, or sent to her at romahussey@hotmail.com.

How to Join Us
Our annual subscription is £20
Apply online www.dickens-society.org.uk
or contact Hon. Sec. Mrs Roma Hussey on romahussey@hotmail.com, phone 0117 9279875
or send your contact details and a cheque made payable to ‘Bristol and Clifton Dickens Society’ to Roma
at 47 Rownham Mead, Bristol BS8 4YB.
Editor RH
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